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When God Changes Your Name               9.1.19 

 
 
Genesis 35:1-14 NIV  Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an 
altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.” 2 So 
Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you have 
with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 Then come, let us go up to Bethel, 
where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been 
with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings 
in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem. 5 Then they set out, and the 
terror of God fell on the towns all around them so that no one pursued them. 6 Jacob and 
all the people with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. 7 There he built an 
altar, and he called the place El Bethel, because it was there that God revealed himself to him 
when he was fleeing from his brother. 8 Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was buried 
under the oak outside Bethel. So it was named Allon Bakuth. 9 After Jacob returned from Paddan 
Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed him. 10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but 
you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.” So he named him Israel. 11 And God 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a 
community of nations will come from you, and kings will be among your descendants. 
12 The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your 
descendants after you.” 13 Then God went up from him at the place where he had talked with 
him. 14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out 
a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. 15 Jacob called the place where God had talked 
with him Bethel. 

 
 

Central Truth: Our lives are not only about “encounters.” We also must walk out what God 
shows us during those encounters. Like Moses, we must return to the valley and build 
“according to what you were shown in the mountain.” 
 
I. Background 
 

A. Genesis 32:22-28 NIV  “That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female 
servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent 
them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and 
a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower 
him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled 
with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I 
will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 The man asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but 
Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 

 
 

B. Prophetic Encounter…“Have you learned to stand?” 
 
 

C. There is a “division of the house.” It is not about education, nor is it about evaluation 
(James’ Mirror). It is about whether or not we obey what God shows us in the mountain 
top. About whether we are prepared to move from covetousness to covenant? 
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D. The “dry season” is beginning to come to an end. No one will be left behind, but some 
have satisfied themselves with “following from afar.” 
 
 

E. The heart of this is the hope of “having options” and finding “easier paths.” 
 
 

F. He built an altar to “El, the God of Israel” in Shechem (chapter 33), but this action seems 
to “get lost” in the turmoil of chapter 34. The tendency is for the enemy to crowd into our 
lives with chaos and distraction after divine encounters, even powerful ones (as seen in 
Genesis 32). 

 
 

G. An altar of declaration (Shechem) is one thing, but it must be followed by an altar of 
consecration (Bethel). Shechem appeared to be an altar of appreciation and celebration. 
Bethel was an altar of consecration and holiness. 

 
 

H. It is at this point He is calling us back to Bethel, and back to the original promise (Genesis 
35). 

 
 
 
II. Observations 
 

A. Our declarations should center on what God has given/quickened to us.  
 
 

B. God gave three statements in the middle of turmoil (a table prepared in the presence of 
enemies - Psalm 23:5). These statements became an anchor holding me firm for six 
months. 

 
1. I hear the sound of an abundance of rain. (Often there are indicators of blessing 

that are seen and heard before the answer we seek is actually manifested.) 
 
 

2. The donkeys you have been seeking are found and safe. (God uses “lost donkeys” 
to set us on a journey we might not experience otherwise.) 

 
 

3. I believe it shall be done for me exactly as God promised. 
 
 
 
III. Christian Life Lessons 
 

A. God’s River flows toward “Yieldedness.” 
 
 

B. Good starts are usually lost without follow-through. 
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a) Jude 
 
 

b) The pattern of Judges 
 
 

C. The Battle is not about the past or even about the future. It is generally a struggle about 
how we live today. If we do not tap into this truth, we will spend most of our lives being 
crucified between two thieves — regret, concerning our past and anxiety, concerning our 
future. 

 
 

D. We all resort to the tendency to lean on the flesh, to lean on past resources, instead of 
abandoning ourselves to God’s path of provision. 

 
1. David — it is better to be in the hands of God than the hands of men. 

 
 

2. 2 Chronicles 25:5-9 NIV  Amaziah called the people of Judah together and assigned 
them according to their families to commanders of thousands and commanders of 
hundreds for all Judah and Benjamin. He then mustered those twenty years old or 
more and found that there were three hundred thousand men fit for military service, 
able to handle the spear and shield. 6 He also hired a hundred thousand fighting men 
from Israel for a hundred talents of silver. 7 But a man of God came to him and said, 
“Your Majesty, these troops from Israel must not march with you, for the Lord is not 
with Israel—not with any of the people of Ephraim. 8 Even if you go and fight 
courageously in battle, God will overthrow you before the enemy, for God has the 
power to help or to overthrow.” 9 Amaziah asked the man of God, “But what about the 
hundred talents I paid for these Israelite troops?” The man of God replied, “The Lord 
can give you much more than that.” 

 
a) Solomon’s wisdom. 

 
 
 

“Preseason is over.” 
 

“How you win matters.” 
 


