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Failures 

Al Ries and Jack Trout, in their book Horse Sense, point out that Vincent Van Gogh 

painted hundreds of pictures in his lifetime, but actually sold only one. Before his death, 

he described himself as a poor bungler who can’t sell a picture. Nearly 100 years after 

he committed suicide, one of Van Gogh’s paintings sold to a Japanese collector for 

$82.5 million dollars. 

It’s really sad that Van Gogh didn’t live to see his success. It would have been even 

sadder if Van Gogh had given up. 

Failure doesn’t have to be a CONDITION. Rather, it should be understood as an EVENT. 

The Bible gives confidence to the man who trusts Christ, for it says “a righteous man 

may fall seven times, but he gets up again and keeps going.” 

Been knocked down lately? Call on the God who’s able to redeem all the failures of 

your life. He’s the God of the second chance. 

This is Stephen Chitty Pastor of Christian Life. Remember, Life Matters, and so do you. 

Proverbs 24:16  
for though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought 
down by calamity. 
 

I John 1:6-10 
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 
by the truth.  
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness.  
If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place 
in our lives.  

 


