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Unpromising 

“He is the smallest, most unpromising boy in my class.” These words were spoken by a 

very discouraged public school teacher. His student, it seemed, would never amount to 

much in life. Fifty years later, the “most unpromising boy” in that class was 

overwhelmingly selected as the greatest Frenchman alive. At age 73, a national holiday 

was declared in his honor. Louis Pasteur, the famous scientist, is a reminder that even 

the weakest of us can be mightily used by God to achieve remarkable things.  

Concerning Israel’s King David and his clash with Goliath, someone wrote: “When 

others saw a shepherd boy, God saw a King.”  

Never underestimate what God can do with a man or woman who will live life in 

partnership with heaven. All God needs is a partner. And He will accept those of us who 

seem “unpromising!” 

This is Stephen Chitty, pastor of Christian Life. Remember, Life Matters, and so do you. 

1 Samuel 16:6-13  
When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed stands here 
before the Lord."  
But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 
rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  
Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The 
Lord has not chosen this one either."  
Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the Lord chosen this one."  
Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The Lord has not 
chosen these."  
So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse 
answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down 
until he arrives."  
So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome 
features. Then the Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."  
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from 
that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.  


