
 

©2021 Pastor Cory Henderson                  Christian Life Church CLColumbia.com 

P
ag

e1
 

I AM: THE TRUE VINE                   February 24, 2021 
 
SCRIPTURE 
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in Me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in Me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing. If you do not remain 
in Me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be My disciples. As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in My love. If you keep My commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father’s commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that My joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are My 
friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever 
you ask in My name the Father will give you. This is My command: Love each other. John 15:1-
17, NIV 
 
THE TRUE VINE 
 
For Jesus to say “true vine” indicates there is a false vine.  
 
Israel never bears proper, lasting fruit. Jesus will do what they could not do. 
 
 
 
THE BRANCHES 
 
Branches are only good for burning or for bearing. 
 
Some suggest this is talking about Judas & non-believers. We will approach this as Jesus 
speaking to Christians about fruitfulness & reward.  
 
He gives three categories: fruit, more fruit, & much fruit; lest we be content with fruit. 
 
 
 
THE VINE DRESSER 
 
As the Master Vine Dresser, God knows where to cut, when to cut, & how much to cut.  
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God’s pruning always carries purpose! Pruning offers more fruit & better fruit! It is about quality 
& quantity! 
 
1/ God prunes us through Scripture. 
 
For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desires. Hebrews 4:12, NLT 
 
Through the Word, we are given comfort, courage, conviction, & cleansing. 
 
 
2/ God prunes us through suffering. 
 
This may be through physical, emotional, mental, relational suffering or a number of other 
types of trials.  
 
We must not call something “bad” that God has sent for our “good.”  
 
“I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the Rock of Ages.” Spurgeon 
 
 
3/ God prunes us through Spirit.  
 
The Spirit & our conscience are not the same.  
 
 
4/ God prunes us through spiritual relationships.  
 
As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. Proverbs 27:17, NLT 
 
We must remind our trustworthy & godly friends that they have permission to speak. 
 
 
 
THE FRUIT 
 
1/ There are many types of fruit. 
 
In John 15, Jesus reveals certain evidences of the fruitful.  
 
In various scriptures, other evidences of the fruitful can be found (Elmer Towns): 
 
Character: Fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 
Conduct: Fruit unto holiness (Romans 6:22) 
Contentment: Fruit of righteousness (Hebrews 12:11) 
Conversation: Fruit of the lips (Hebrews 13:15) 
Concreate service for God: Fruit of our hands (1 Corinthians 3:10, 14) 
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Converts: Fruit of the righteous (Romans 1:13) 
Children (spiritual): Fruit of the womb (Romans 7:4) 
 
In Galatians 5, personal evidences of the fruitful are found: 
 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. Galatians 5:22-23, ESV 
 
A lack of this type of fruit is a reminder to abide.  
 
 
2/ Fruit only comes through abiding.  
 
This is purely relational! It concerns union & communion.  
 
“Fellowship isn’t hanging out. It’s exchanging life!” B Johnson 
 
Being a branch is not only a privilege (one with Christ), but a responsibility (bear fruit). 
 


