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Catch up on past sermons at https://rb.gy/ixn1ep.  

 

WHAT DOES “CHURCH” MEAN? 

 

Ekklēsia: gathering or assembly or church 

 

It is the community of all true believers for all time, which was established by Jesus. 

 

Different metaphors are used including Body, Bride, Household, Army, & Family. 

 

Do not rebuke an older man but exhort him as you would a father; treat younger men 

like brothers, older women like mothers, younger women like sisters, in all purity. 1 

Timothy 5:1-2, NIV 

 

WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

 

1/ It is universal. 

 

Every Christian is a part of the universal church. 

 

2/ It is local. 

 

Membership isn’t required to be a part of the family. It’s a way of showing commitment.  

 

WHAT DOES THE CHURCH LOOK LIKE? 

 

1/ It has many different forms. 

 

https://rb.gy/ixn1ep


The form is not as important as the function. 

 

2/ It has many different faces.  

 

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9, NIV 

 

WHAT DOES THE CHURCH DO? 

 

“The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as 

Lord. In obedience to Scripture they organize under qualified leadership, gather 

regularly for preaching and worship, observe the biblical (ordinances) of baptism and 

Communion, are unified by the Spirit, are disciplined for holiness, and scatter to fulfill 

the Great Commandment and the Great Commission as missionaries to the world for 

God’s glory and their joy.” Mark Driscoll 

 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 

sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper,) and to prayer. … And all the believers 

met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their property and 

possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the 

Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with 

great joy and generosity – all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 

people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:42-47, NLT 

 

1/ It glorifies God.  

 

The worship of God is the primary reason we gather! 

 



2/ It grows us as individuals.  

 

“The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little 

Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even 

the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time.” C.S. Lewis 

 

3/ It gathers us together.  

 

The power of community is seen from the beginning! 

 

“It is not good for the man to be alone.” Genesis 2:18, NIV 

 

In His new creation, the Church, He uses family as a model: 

 

You are members of God's family. Ephesians 2:19 

 

Love one another with brotherly affection. Romans 12:10 

 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 

who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10 

 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 

of God!”  1 John 3:1 

 

Jesus’ final prayer was for us to be unified family.  

 

Being a part of this life-changing family, it requires effort on all sides: 

 

It means we position ourselves to do life with others.  

 



It means we overlook the quirkiness of others.  

 

It means we express interest in what others are interested in. 

 

It means we go beyond what is required. 

 

It means we learn to agree to disagree. 

 

“Family isn’t something you’re born into, it’s something you fight to create!” Pastor 

Darren 

 

It means we give people permission to speak into our lives. 

 

“We all need people in our lives who know us and love us and who can help us see and 

confess things in ourselves that we wouldn’t see or confess on our own.” Paul Tripp 

 

4/ It gives to others.  

 

It means giving to other finance-wise. 

 

When we stop here, we hinder the more intimate work of God.  

 

It means giving to others in emotion-wise.  

 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing near. Hebrews 10:25, NLT 

 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits. 

Proverbs 18:21 

…encourage one another and build each other up… 1 Thessalonians 5:11, NIV 



 

It means giving to others in service-wise.  

 

There is a difference between coming & contributing.  

 

5/ It goes to the lost.  

 

God sets the lonely in families… Psalm 68:6, NIV 

 

CLOSE 

 

“Authentic friendship (spiritual family) is crucial, takes time to foster, must be organic, 

not programmed or forced, isn’t always easy, requires much repentance and 

forgiveness and grace, and is one of the most important and most beautiful things in 

life.” Bunk Parsons  


