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Understanding The Harvest 
07-12-20 

 
 
Matthew 9:35-38 NIV 
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
 
 
I. Defining the Harvest 
 

A. An ingathering of food 
 
 

B. The results of one’s life or manner of living (whether good or evil) 
 
 

C. Souls gathered into God’s Kingdom 
 

1. Understanding God’s Plan for Mankind 
 
2. The purpose of Christian Life Church 

 
 
 
II. Harvest Principles 
 

A. The work of Harvest is overwhelming. 
 

1. Joshua 3:14, 15  So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 
with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as 
those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests 
bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its 
banks throughout the time of harvest). 

 
 
2. Jesus: “Plentiful harvest, but not enough workers.” 
 
 
3. The Parable of the 11th hour workers 
 
 

B. Two great Harvests are coming:  
 

1. A Harvest of Mercy - Revelation 14:15-16 NIV  Then another angel came out of the 
temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your 
sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is 
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ripe.” 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the 
earth was harvested. 
 
 

2. A Harvest of Wrath - Revelation 14:17, 18 NIV  Another angel came out of the 
temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had 
charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the 
sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the 
earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 

 
 

C. All of history is moving toward a “Wheat and Tares Moment” 
 

Matthew 13:24-30 NIV  Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted 
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him 
and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 
from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go 
and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you 
may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then 
gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

 
 

D. We tend to underestimate or even totally miss the plans of the enemy to minimize the 
harvest.  
 
 

E. Our eyes will deceive us in regard to wheat and tares. 
 
 

F. What is our “intake” doing to our system? 
 
 

G. Evil and righteousness will usually mature at the same time. 
 
 
 
III. The significance of the Harvest 
 

A. Matthew 20:1-16 ESV  “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius[a] a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about 
the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You 
go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out 
again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand 
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You go into the vineyard too.’  8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up 
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to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 
received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would 
receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they 
grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did 
you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to 
give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the 
first last.” 
 
 

B. Do not discount the importance of the Harvest to the heart of God. 
 
 

C. Do not allow secondary issues to distract from the primary issue. 
 
 

D. God’s assessment of our life in the harvest time will often be offensive and seem unfair. 


